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BILL HORNE AWARDED 2022 KATCHEN COLEY 
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN CONSERVATION

This feels like family,” said Amy 
Blaymore Paterson of the 60 
people gathered to celebrate Bill 

Horne on August 30. Amy, Executive 
Director of the Connecticut Land 
Conservation Council was on hand 
to honor Bill as the recipient of the 
2022 CLCC Katchen Coley Award for 
Excellence in Conservation.

It was a joyful celebration 
punctuated by laughter and broad 
smiles. Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro 
and State Senator Christine Cohen 
presented special citations from the 
U.S. House of Representatives and 
the Connecticut General Assembly, 
respectively (pictured). Bluegrass 
music provided by Tina Cunningham 
and BLT board member Andy Bromage 
included a group sing-along to This 
Land Is Your Land. In the crowd were 
Bill’s wife Lea Brilmayer and members 
of his immediate family, as well as his 
adopted family of BLT volunteers and 
community members with whom he 
has worked through the years. 

The gathering was held on a sunny 
afternoon at DeLeo Field, a stunning 
9.5-acre parcel of old field which Bill 
was instrumental in acquiring in one 
of his many roles for the BLT over the 
years. For the past 30 years, he has 
served two+ terms as president of BLT, 
he has been a director and chair of the 
Property Management committee, has 
been active on the BLT Acquisition 
Committee, and is generally in charge 
of 2-3 BLT projects at any given time. 

During Bill’s tenure, the BLT 
has had many successes — more 
than doubling the amount of land it 
protects, making 74 acquisitions, and 
obtaining conservation easements on 

eight properties. Beyond the BLT, Bill 
was a member of the Town of Branford 
Conservation Commission for over a 
decade and served a key role on the 
blue-ribbon commission to advise 
local government about the potential 
impact of a pipeline across LI Sound.

“Bill’s accomplishments have had, 
and will continue to have, a significant 
impact on the character of the town for 
generations to come,” said current BLT 
President Julie Wagner.

“For CLCC,” Amy Paterson said, 
“Bill has and always will be the 

consummate conservation advocate to 
whom we have looked to for support, 
guidance, and inspiration in advancing 
land conservation efforts and polices 
statewide.”

The BLT has deep gratitude 
for Bill’s work, admiration for his 
successes, and respect for the way in 
which he engages with others. There 
is no one more deserving of the 
Katchen Coley Award for Excellence 
in Conservation! Congratulations Bill! 
(Photos by Chad Lyons) n
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UPCOMING EVENTS
September 17
BACA DOORS FOR BRANFORD
Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

BLT will sponsor a “door” for auction at the Branford Arts 
& Cultural Alliance (BACA) “Doors for Branford” fundraiser. 
To be held on the Branford Green from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
There will be a selection of doors for viewing and sale to 
the public, including a door painted by the Evolutions team 
for the BLT. Proceeds support the operations of the BACA 
Gallery on Main Street, 

September 24 -25
BRANFORD GARDEN CLUB SHOW
Saturday 1 - 5 p.m., Sunday 1 - 4 p.m.

Come see our “Common Invasive Plants You Should Avoid 
Planting” display at the Branford Garden Club’s Gardens 
Around the World show sponsored by the Branford Garden 
Club at the Joe Trapasso Community House, 1st Floor. 
Saturday from 1-5 p.m. and Sunday 1-4 p.m. We’ll have 
information on invasive plants: how to recognize them, how 
to slow their spread, and how to make use of them! 

November 19
POETRY READINGS & BOOK LAUNCH
Saturday, 2 p.m.

Watch for details about this virtual book launch for Writing 
the Land: Windblown I, an anthology featuring the work of 
poets writing about conserved lands for 11 land trusts across 
the country. Branford Land Trust’s poet, Laurel Peterson, 
and 15 others, will read at least one of their poems in 
recordings made mostly out on the lands themselves. These 
are interspersed with short videos featuring the land trusts 
and the work they do. All proceeds from the sales of Writing 
the Land: Windblown I benefit the BLT. Watch the Branford Land 
Trust website for more information.

We regularly post BLT and related news items on 

our website, including these stories above and 

more. We also maintain a Facebook page and You-

Tube channel. Visit our website for more info.u
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

This summer’s heatwaves really made me appreciate all the trees 
we have in Branford! While temperatures were climbing some 
of us turned the thermostat to “cool” while others of us sought 

relief in nature’s air conditioner – trees. 

In any given spot, trees provide most of their cooling effect by shading. 
Like a beach umbrella, trees block the sun’s radiation. In town, trees 
block the radiation before it reaches buildings and pavement, where 
it would otherwise get trapped and then radiate at night. Studies have 
shown that shade from trees can reduce the air conditioning costs of 
houses by ~25%. Neighborhoods with lots of pavement but few trees, 
mostly under-resourced neighborhoods where minoritized communities 
live, can turn into ‘heat islands’ that threaten human health. 

Trees also cool their surroundings when sunshine causes water to evaporate 
from the leaves. This is similar to how sweating cools our skin. But, trees can 
only provide this cooling effect when they are healthy. So caring for our trees is 
really caring for our own wellbeing. I’m grateful that our Property Management 
committee and our Trails Crew gives so much attention to our trees! Thanks to 
generous donations the Branford Land Trust protects nearly 1,600 acres of land 
including approximately 600 acres of upland forest. If we use a rough estimate 
that one tree occupies 100 square feet, that’s 436 trees per acre - or over 260,000 
trees protected by the BLT! 

In addition to their cooling benefits, trees clean the air, protect against 
stormwater runoff, reduce noise and enhance privacy. Trees also sequester 
carbon and so are an important natural climate solution. 

Dying and dead trees also have tremendous benefits – for soil health, insects, 
bats, and nesting and roosting birds. In fact, dead trees are in higher demand 
from certain wildlife species than living ones, mostly because there are so few of 
them.

Across the globe, since 1990, 420 million hectares of forest have been lost as a 
result of human activity including land clearing for agribusiness (mostly beef, and 
soy to feed beef cattle) and logging*. Whereas it’s difficult for us here in Branford 
to impact global trends, we can definitely make a difference at the local level. 
Consider planting native trees — which have co-evolved alongside the fauna — 
to meet our wildlife's specific needs for food and shelter. And care for the trees 
you already have, protecting them when you do construction, landscaping, or 
remodel your home.

If you’re feeling hot and sticky in the summer heat, then come out to a BLT 
property and enjoy the cool, fresh air under our trees. Be inspired by their beauty 
and strength. You might even like to say “thanks” to them for all they do for us. 

 Julie Wagner, President

DID YOU KNOW…

• The town of Branford is an 
Arbor Day Foundation Tree 
City USA and its townwide 
tree-planting program adds 
between 40 to 50 new trees 
to town each year?

• Branford’s Town Charter 
includes a Branford Tree 
Ordinance and a tree 
warden? 
 

• The Branford Community 
Forest Commission is 
charged with promoting the 
importance of trees in the 
community and developing 
educational resources 
for property owners 
and developers in town 
regarding tree plantings and 
maintenance?

• The Blackstone Library 
grounds are home to an 
outstanding collection of 
specimen trees that you 
can explore through an 
interactive Google map?

For more about these cool 
facts, visit our website, 
branfordlandtrust.org. n

 
*www.earth.org
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The Branford Land Trust Board 
of Directors is pleased to 
announce the election of 

three officers and five directors 
to the Board at the May annual 
meeting. The membership elected 
Julie Wagner as President, Gordon 
Hutchinson as Vice-President, and 
Louisa DeCossy as Corresponding 
Secretary. The term for officers is 
two years. Four directors elected for 
three-year terms are Andy Bromage 
(2nd term), Terrance Elton (1st term), 
Bob Hull (2nd term), and Peter 
Raymond (1st term). 

In addition, Jeff Page was elected 
at the June meeting of the Board 
of Directors to serve the remaining 
year of Gordon’s three year term as 
director.

We sincerely thank retiring 
President Peter Raymond, 
Corresponding Secretary Chris 
Cheney, and Director Steve Mentz for 
their service, and hope they remain 
active members for years to come.

OFFICERS (2022-2024)

Julie Wagner, President
Julie grew up on the Connecticut 
shoreline and has deep family roots 

in Connecticut. She is certified 
by DEEP as a Master Wildlife 
Conservationist, by Audubon as a 
Master Bird Conservationist and is 
encouraged by the conservation 
movement’s increasing focus on 
equitable access to the benefits of 
nature. She is an active member 
of her religious community. 
Professionally, Julie is Professor at 
the UConn schools of medicine and 
dental medicine where she conducts 
behavioral diabetes research in 
severely under-resourced settings 
in the US and the developing world, 
using community based methods 
that democratize science.

Gordon Hutchinson, Vice President
As a graduate of Fordham College 
and the Medical Faculty of the 
University of Zürich, Gordon is a 
recently retired rheumatologist 
and associate professor of Clinical 
Medicine at the Yale School of 
Medicine. Prior to that he was in the 
private practice of rheumatology 
in New Haven for over 30 years, 
chief of the Rheumatology Section 
at the Hospital of St. Raphael and 
intimately involved with the teaching 
of rheumatology to internal medicine 
residents and Yale fellows. He has 

lived with his wife, Margrit, and 
their two children in Branford for 
over 40 years. They are life-long 
walkers (have dog), hikers, joggers 
and bikers and have enjoyed the 
trails of Branford, Connecticut, 
and New England for many years. 
He continues to enjoy the work 
on the Trails Committee and the 
camaraderie of the trail crew.

Louisa Cabot de Cossy, 
Corresponding Secretary 
Louisa grew up between Branford 
and the West Coast of Ireland, 
spending summers in the woods 
of Guilford, North Branford, and 
Guilford. The daughter of an architect 
and boatbuilder, Isa grew up hiking 
and sailing on the shoreline. Her 
family and neighbors have been 
involved with the Branford Land 
Trust and have always encouraged 
her to volunteer. She returned to 
Branford in 2010 from California 
where she studied photography, 
filmmaking, and IT. She is currently 
a fellow at the Information Society 
Project at Yale and works in 
Information Security, also at Yale.

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Julie Gordon Louisa
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DIRECTORS (2022-2025)

Andy Bromage
Andy is the Director of 
Communications at Foote School in 
New Haven. Prior to that, he was a 
reporter and editor for the New Haven 
Register, the New Haven Advocate, and 
the weekly newspaper Seven Days 
in Burlington, VT. Andy has lived 
in Branford since 2013 with his wife 
Alison and their two children, Lark 
and Rowan. They enjoy frequent 
hikes on Branford Land Trust trails as 
well as swimming, sailing, vegetable 
gardening, and maple sugaring.

Bob Hull
Retiring after 41 years as Library 
Director in North Branford, Bob went 
to work on Land Trust trails and fields 
with Matt Reed and the Trails Crew 
gang in 2017. He also serves on our 
Property Management Committee. 
Bob has lived in Branford since 1976, 
and he and his wife Deb, a lifelong 
resident, raised three children here. 
Bob is an avid gardener and hiker, 
and has enjoyed getting to know 
many Land Trust properties for the 
first time.

Terrance Elton
Terry served as Branford’s Manager 
for Special Projects and Economic 
Development through five 
administrations, from 2001 until 
retiring in August 2019. Before 
that, he was with New Haven-
based Connecticut Conference of 
Municipalities [CCM], the state’s non-
profit association of cities and towns, 
managing the organization’s Research 
& Information Service. Prior to CCM 
and before moving to Connecticut, 
he was with the State Department 
as a Foreign Service Officer, posted 
to Washington DC, Bonn, [West] 
Germany, and Reykjavik, Iceland. 
Terry has been a Branford resident 
for 28 years with his wife, Branford 

attorney Elizabeth/Betsy McMahon, 
where they raised their four children. 
He is a native of the “cricks and 
hollers” of western Pennsylvania, 
attended Wheeling Jesuit College 
[Wheeling University] and did 
graduate studies in international 
relations at American University’s 
School of International Service. 
His community activities have 
included Branford Rotary Club and 
current president of BCTV [Branford 
Community TeleVision].

Peter Raymond
Pete is a professor of ecosystem 
ecology at the Yale School of Forestry 
and Environmental Studies. He has a 
PhD in marine science from William 
and Mary and performed research 
for three years in Woods Hole. His 
research focuses on how watershed 
variables (e.g., land use) and internal 
processes (e.g., plant growth) alter 
the chemistry of streams, rivers, and 

estuaries. Pete enjoys walking and 
running in the BLT trails, and working 
with other members to provide the 
town of Branford with open space to 
enjoy. He served as president from 
2016-2022.

DIRECTOR (2022-23)

Jeff Page 
Jeff is a lifelong Branford resident 
who is excited about having this 
opportunity to give back something 
to the town. He has always enjoyed 
living on Long Island Sound and 
looks forward to becoming a 
steward of the land. His wife and 
two daughters both have small 
businesses in town, and he is 
involved with energy conservation 
programs throughout this state. n

Summer Board Meeting
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BOUNDARIES, BORDERS, 
FENCES, AND OPEN SPACES

by Laura Noe, Guest Writer

For 19 years I have called Branford home. I have lived 
in three neighborhoods, and currently live in Indian 
Neck, steps from Ecology Park. When I first moved 

here, the tiny front yard was grassy with a few perennial 
plantings all enclosed by a white picket fence. Over the 
past few years, I have converted the front to a pollinator 
pathway, planting native flowers and plants that provide 
food for bees, butterflies, and birds. This past spring, I did 
the same to the backyard.

Across the street, my neighbor rents his home on Airbnb. 
He has the support of the neighborhood as we all live very 
close together. In two consecutive weeks in May, his guests 
hit and broke slats on my fence. It wasn’t the first time 
the fence had been hit, and I have extra slats and a can of 
white paint that I access to make repairs. 

This time I hesitated. I didn’t get a new slat and the can 
of paint, instead I looked at my pollinator garden and 
visualized it without the fence. I mentioned this vision to 
another neighbor and she returned with a saw. Together 
we took down the fence in less than 20 minutes. It 
immediately looked bigger, freer, and certainly easier for 
me to weed. Folks driving by commented that it looked 
great, “like an English country garden,” “much bigger,” “so 
glad to see the vintage fence is gone,” one neighbor noted 
enthusiastically.

The openness of my garden and front yard got me thinking 
about boundaries, borders, fences, and how they are man-
made demarcations. Why do we mark our space as ours, 
hoping to keep others out? Butterflies, birds, and bees 
came in and out of the garden regardless of the fence, as 
nature knows no boundaries.

I reflected on this feeling, and desire for open space as I 
walked the trolley trail with Laila. 

Laila is new to Branford and the United States. She and 
her husband, Mosa, fled Kabul, Afghanistan in August of 
2021 just as the Taliban took control. As a community co-
sponsor, 50 volunteers — including myself — collaborated 
with Integrated Refugee & Immigration Services (IRIS) in 
New Haven. For a year we worked together to raise funds, 
find and furnish a home, and prepare for their arrival. 
One of the many goals of refugee resettlement is helping 
families belong.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BELONG?
Acculturation is intense, and more so when folks come from 
countries and cultures that are vastly different than the 
ones they left. When I consider how to help Laila and Mosa 
belong, it goes beyond connecting them to healthcare 
services, finding jobs, and showing them where the grocery 
stores and libraries are. Belonging includes finding places 
that we all have access to, and that means the trails in 
Branford.

Laila was pregnant with their first child when we walked 
the trolley trail. I had just taught her the words “salt marsh” 
and “osprey,” and wanted to show her a salt marsh and an 
osprey nest. We stopped many times during our walk to 
reflect on the natural beauty of the tidal wetlands and to 
stand still hoping to see an osprey leave the nest. Though 
we are from different cultures and backgrounds, Laila 
and I felt connected and had a sense of belonging that 
was bigger than the map. Surrounded by nature, with no 
boundaries, borders, or fences, we felt expansive in the 
open space and had a deeper connection with each other, 
and all the natural beauty around us. 

On the causeway, we paused and I pointed to the 
outcropping where the Jenny Vedder memorial is, 
sharing and offering gratitude to Jenny for her vision and 
wise knowing of the value of open space, and how truly 
democratic it is. Laila shared stories of a trip to Bamyan in 
central Afghanistan, and I learned of a place I had never 
heard of. Together we remarked on how places that allow 
everyone to leave an imprint on our hearts and help us feel 
connected to a bigger whole.

Our next hiking goals include Young’s Pond, the Greenway 
Trail, and the Supply Ponds. Her daughter, Lea, born on 
August 1st, will join us.

These are places where we all belong and where 
connection happens. (Photos by Laura Noe)  n
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GREAT BLUE 
HERON AT SUNSET

by Judith K. Liebmann, BLT Member

Fly away, heron, fly

 out of the plumed grasses

  into the sun’s red eye.

Ascending shadow in the violet sky,

 dark spirit of the hour-glass

  fly away, heron, fly

Over us and sanctify

 the dusking hour that passes

  into the sun’s red eye.

Sound your knotted cry

 over the marsh, tide-worn morasses.

  Fly away, heron, fly

Away now, beyond the high

 clouds’ incandescent masses

  into the sun’s red eye.

Syncopated spark, time-set by

 the dying sun’s igniting gasses,

  fly away, heron, fly

   into the sun’s red eye.

This poem, “Great Blue Heron at Sunset,” was inspired as I 
walked the Trolley Trail across the marsh from Pine Orchard 
to Stony Creek. It was late afternoon in late autumn, and I 
was surprised by the sudden appearance of the heron taking 
flight, most likely heading for its roosting place in a nearby 
tree. It seemed past the time of its usual migration, and 
I wondered if the warming climate had already re-set its 
internal clock. I chose the form of a villanelle because of its 
cyclical structure, and the way its elements come together 
to form the final stanza. For this poetic form, as it is for the 
heron and for us, the timing is everything.
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FOREST BATHING
Article and photos by Aida Mohd Khairi and Johanyx Rodriguez 

Sci.CORPS Supervisors at the Yale Peabody Museum

On the morning of June 4th, staff from the Sci.CORPS 
youth employment program at the Peabody 
Museum took a trip to a Branford Land Trust 

property to forest bathe. Forest bathing is the practice of 
spending time with nature and can include gentle walks 
and meditating rather than an intense hike or trail run. This 
activity was new to us, so we decided to try it out; here’s 
how our time forest bathing with BLT went!

We arrived at the hiking grounds and met our guide, 
Steven Kovatch. We walked into the forest, sat on blue 
mats that Steve provided, and took deep breathes as 
Steve slowly transitioned us into a guided mindfulness 
session. He led us into a state of serenity, encouraging 
us to use our senses, such as smelling the dirt under our 
nose, touching the greenery around us, using our hearing to 
listen to the wildlife as well as the movement of the trees. 
When we felt we were ready for the next activity, our guide 
gave us a prompt to walk by ourselves and just listen to 
the sounds of nature. As we walked on the trail, we took 
in the bird calls, the whistling of the wind as it navigated 
through the trails and the sounds of rippling water from a 
small stream in the distance. The silence helped us ground 
ourselves, and notice small, hidden things like millipedes!

One activity was to look around and find a physical object 
and bring it back to the group to share what we found and 
why we chose it. While walking around with a few other 
team members, astonished, we saw a tiny caterpillar about 
a centimeter long, hanging from a singular spiderweb 
on a tree. We grabbed a small piece of tree bark, let the 
caterpillar rest on it, and chose this to share with the group.

A small group of us gravitated towards a stream with a 
bridge and sat on the giant rocks twice our size for “play 
time.” We updated each other on life, while also staring 
in wonder at the aquatic life in the stream. It genuinely 
felt like we were all in a live-action “Snow White.” Steve 
gathered us and we ventured up a hill to a giant log. On 
that log, we shared our experience of forest bathing while 
drinking herbal tea. Overall, forest bathing was a calming 
and relaxing experience. It was amazing to be out of the 
house and away from technology and to be one with 
nature. n

Forest bathing is the practice of spending time with nature and can include gentle walks and meditating rather than an intense hike or trail run. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
DAY CAMP

By Martha Rice, Education 
& Community Outreach Committee

This year the Branford Land Trust 
celebrated 25 years holding 
the Environmental Day Camp. 

Twenty-seven children attended a 
beautiful, fun-filled day at Killam’s 
Point. During the morning, the 
children participated in a scavenger 
hunt during their forest walk, tide 
pool/shore program where they were 
delighted to find a baby spider crab, 
and a nature craft program where they 
made leaf and bark rubbings as well as 
leaf imprints with modeling clay. In the 
afternoon, caves were explored and 
seining with a large net yielded lots 
of shore shrimp, silverside minnows, 
jellyfish, and killifish. Curious 
Creatures brought animals from all 
over the world. A puppet show with Dr. 
Marmalade, a veterinarian traveling 
the world caring for sick animal 
puppets, ended our day. 

Approximately 550 children have 
attended the camp over the last 
25 years! A big thank you to all the 
volunteers who have helped over 
the years. The camp would not be 
possible without their support. n
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SCENES AROUND TOWN

BLT board member Bill Chapin led this group of Evolutions employees on the BLT 
Partnership trails to familiarize the group so that they can lead “EVO” students on hikes, 
giving them an appreciation of the beauty and importance of local trails, upland forests, 
and wetlands. EVOLUTIONS is a youth program at the Yale Peabody Museum that offers 
New Haven high school students opportunities to teach and learn about science, nature 
and culture. (Photo by Bill Chapin)

Each year, the Summer Island 
neighborhood hosts SUMMER ISLAND 
DAY that includes a multi-family tag sale, 
a parade, a cookout, and more. Margo 
Henry has coordinated the tag sale for 21 
years, though she says the neighborhood 
celebration has been happening, “much, 
much longer than that.” For the past 
few years, part of the proceeds have 
been donated to the BLT. Margo says, 
“Everyone here is passionate about the 
Branford Land Trust because it's at the 
heart of our neighborhood. There's an 
increasing awareness about being green. 
We love our wetlands and the flora and 
fauna. And we get lots of walkers from 
other neighborhoods who enjoy the BLT 
properties here, too.”

Trails volunteers removing invasive 
European water chestnut plants from 
Todds Hill pond.

Our Billy Goat brush-cutter levels invasive 
autumn olive and multiflora rose on 
Anchorage Road field.

Time to clear this spring’s heavy veg off 
the 1200 ft. long Red Hill Woods bogwalk.
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THE GOOD WORK 
NEVER ENDS

It might look like it from the photo above, but the 
good work never ends. This spring and summer have 
been very challenging for the BLT Trails crew! The 

vigorous vegetation growth on our many miles of trails has 
challenged us. The blow-downs of 2020 and 2021 left holes 
in the canopy that have favored many invasive plants, 
shrubs, and trees.

With a crew of Regulars we have stayed at it, finishing a 
trail boardwalk west of the Stony Creek Quarry using boards 
we milled from blown-down conifers. An on-going effort 
has been cutting the invasive autumn olive from our newly 
acquired Todds Hill Wet Meadow Preserve. We aim to have 
a “first cut” completed before the snow flies. 

In addition to trails work, our open space fields 
management takes up probably 60% of our scheduled time 
and effort, including physical labor, as well as working with 
the folks who help with haying and mowing. 

The patience and hard work of the Trails Regulars is 
deeply appreciated. n

OUT WITH THE OLD
by Marcia Wheeler, Membership Committee

We have used the Sage Database system to keep 
track of membership since 2008. Searching for 
a newer web-based alternative, we decided to 

implement Little Green Light, donor management software 
for nonprofits. Little Green Light will allow the BLT to 
consolidate all our data, automate everyday tasks and 
see and analyze our data. It should increase our ability 
to project future trends and needs, generate email and 
mailing lists, and track member donations, including work 
hours. And that is just for a start.

Ellen Skinner and Marcia Wheeler have uploaded 
information from several hundred members into Little 
Green Light and have hundreds more members to go. Ellen 
and Marcia are mining information from the Sage database 
including the year that members joined, extending back 
as far as BLT records go, which is the late 1990s. They will 
update lists of life members, board members and land 
donors. Donors Information from Sage will be added to 
member lists from our past few campaigns now available 
only on excel spreadsheets. These spreadsheets represent 
hours of work by Connie Drysdale, Ellen Page and Faith 
McGrath. We expect to have data from 750 or so members 
and friends uploaded by the fall of 2022.

We ask all members to make sure we have their current 
information especially email addresses. Future news items, 
announcements, and fundraising information may be sent 
by email. We look forward to mining Little Green Light for 
accurate mailing lists and for interesting facts about our 
organization and its members. n

Get Involved! 
Join Now!

Scan the QR code to be directed 
to our online membership form,

or visit branfordlandtrust.org today!

u

The Branford Land Trust acknowledges the people who have called the lands we conserve home. We honor 
the Totoket and Menunkatuck bands of the Quinnipiac people who were dispossessed of these lands. We pay 
respect to those who are no longer here and we celebrate the continuing and future presence of Indigenous 

people in this region. We are grateful for their stewardship of land, water, plants, and animals over thousands of 
years. We also recognize other people – past, present and future – with connections to this land: those who were 
enslaved and brought here against their will, those who come for a better life, and others who flee danger and seek 
refuge here. We vow to protect the land in perpetuity, to foster access to nature for all people, and to help heal our 
human relationship with the earth.

Early tractor-cut of Van Wie field has given milkweed time to 
grow — ready to feed migrating Monarch butterflies



Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Permit #559

New Haven, CT

P.O. Box 254
Branford, CT 06405

Do you recognize 
this building? 
The Land Trust House at 26 School 
Street in Stony Creek is actually a 
former one-room schoolhouse. Note the 
two separate entrances, presumably 
one for boys and one for girls, as was 
the custom at that time. The BLT is 
looking into doing substantial work 
on these buildings, which include 
three interconnected structures: the 
schoolhouse built in 1865, the original 
Stony Creek fire house built in 1900, 
and an attached garage which housed 
a horse-drawn fire wagon. Charming as 
they are, these structures are showing 
the effects of being built over 100 years 
ago. Systems need updating, structural 
integrity needs to be addressed, and 
most compelling, we need to improve 
the buildings energy efficiency. Our 
goal is to accomplish all of this while 
maintaining the buildings historical 
character. This is an exciting and 
ambitious project. If you have an 
interest in helping with our efforts, 
please contact us! n


