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GET OUTSIDE WITH THE BLT THIS SPRING!
Explore Killam’s Point

Co-sponsored by the BLT and
First Congregational Church of
Branford. Registration required,
call 203-747-4184. Killam’s Point
is off Shore Drive just west of the
Orchard House Adult Day Care
Center. Drive to the end of the
road to the parking area.
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Spring Bird Walks
MAY 11 & MAY 12

Saturday & Sunday, 8:30am
Local birder Chris Woerner
leads two popular walks along
the Stony Creek Trolley Trail
and BLT’s Vedder property.
Learn to identify birds by
sight and by call. Meet in
Stony Creek at the end of
West Point Rd. Families
welcome, but no dogs.

Wildflower Walk at
Red Hill Woods
MAY 25

Saturday, 3:00pm
Join botanist Lauren Brown
on an afternoon walk through
Red Hill Woods in search of
spring flora and fauna. Wander along the trail and across
the bog walk with views of
the sedge and ferns. See
website for directions.

Connecticut
Trails Day Hike
JUNE 1

PISGAH BROOK
WATERSHED

Saturday, 9:00am - Noon
Help celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the purchase
of the Supply Ponds by the
Town of Branford. Led by
Richard Shanahan and Matt
Reed, this hike explores
the Supply Pond as well
as Queach, Pisgah Brook,
and Saltonstall Mountain
properties. Approximately
5 miles/3 hours. Leashed,
well-mannered dogs
welcome. Meet at 8:45am
at the main Supply Ponds
parking lot. (Rain date: June
2) For info, call 203-488-6432.

Thursday, 7:30pm - 9:00pm
An evening with horseshoe
crabs! Martha Rice will
describe Sacred Heart’s
research and why this
fascinating creature is vital
to our existence. Come for
a hands-on look at these
ancient wonders. Children
love this program.

AUGUST 4

NATIVE AMERICANS
SUMMER AT THE
SHORE
Sunday, 10:00am - Noon

Native Americans spent
summers on Killam’s Point.
Food was readily available,
caves protected them from
the elements, travel by
water simplified moving and
a spring supplied drinking
water. Kids of all ages will
enjoy this fascinating talk by
Town Historian Jane Bouley.

Branford Festival
JUNE 15

See you at the BLT tent!

Annual Meeting
JUNE 19

Wednesday, 7:00pm
Join us at Willoughby Wallace
Library in Stony Creek. Watch
for details!

Property
Management
Work Parties

Get to know some of the BLT
properties and spend a little
time with some great people.
A great chance for school-age
kids to pick up some community service credits. Work
parties are scheduled on:

April 27
May 18
June 15
July 20

August 17
September 21
October 19
November 16

For details, call Bill Horne
(203-488-6146) or visit our
website.

BLT Environmental
Day Camp
AUGUST 23

See the Registration Form
insert for details !

For more information and directions, visit branfordlandtrust.org
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UPDATE ON
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by John Watson
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n September 2018 the Land Trust submitted an
application for accreditation to the Land Trust Alliance,
a national land conservation organization that represents
more than 1,000 member land trusts supported by more
than five million members nationwide. As described on the
LTA’s website:
“Land trust accreditation is a mark of distinction, showing
that a land trust meets high standards for land conservation.
It sends a message to landowners and supporters: ‘Invest in
us. We are a strong, effective organization you can trust to
conserve your land forever.’”
Land trust accreditation is a carefully managed process,
and has five basic steps. We are about half-way through.
The Application. The Land Trust submitted its initial
application for accreditation in September 2018. The
application provided the Accreditation Commission with
extensive descriptions of our processes and organization in
a large binder. We also provided additional information and
details on a sample of our properties (of their choosing) on
a flash drive.
Accreditation Commission Review. The review is
meticulous and is carried over a few months. In midFebruary, the Land Trust received a list of 25 questions
regarding our policies and procedures. The Land Trust was
asked to prepare responses for a conference call that took
place March 1.
The Conference Call. Pete Raymond, Bill Horne, Gaile
Raimey, and Joan Merrick prepared the responses with
extensive input from Rob Olejarczyk and others and with
the very welcome advice of Connie Manes, our LTA advisor.
The call went quite well, with the LTA informing us that
they “really enjoyed learning more about your land trust’s
programs and appreciated that you were able to answer
many of our questions on the call.”
Additional Information Request. The commission sent
a request for additional information, which needs to be
provided by May 22. This request for additional information
following the conference call is a normal part of the
accreditation process.
Final Determination. The Land Trust should receive
notice of the commission’s final decision in mid-August.
We are impressed and very much appreciate the
enormous amount of work that the accreditation team has
invested in this process! Thank you Joan, Gaile, Pete, Rob,
and Bill! n

The Branford Land Trust NEWS is mailed to all Land Trust members.
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AROUND TOWN WITH THE BLT

Osprey Project Update

“As I write this in late March, the osprey have begun to arrive from their wintering grounds in South America to reclaim their
nesting spots in Branford. Long-time volunteer Bob Bejnerowicz has once again headed up the effort to add additional nesting platforms and repair those in need. One new platform was built by Branford Eagle Scout candidate Tristan Kolb (above
right) and erected on a portion of Sybil Creek marsh adjacent to Bruce and Johnson marina. Thank you, Tristan! And thank
you Bob B. for guiding him throughout the project. Another new platform was added in the Farm River marsh. A downed platform off Pleasant Point Road was restored, a replacement platform was erected near the Beacon Hill quarry in the Farm River
marsh, and repairs were made to several others. Thanks also go out to Jim Goggin, Harry Merrick, Bob B.’s crew at Sylvan
Point, and to Don Parrott for helping out.” — JONATHAN CLARK

Trail Maintenance

“Among other tasks, our Trails volunteers have been hard
at work reclaiming two of our open space fields — Medlyn
and DeLeo — two mornings per week right on through the
winter. We have a wonderful, devoted crew of helpers who
thoroughly enjoy being OUTDOORS.
“Beside trimming fallen trees and overhanging branches
we’ve been cutting back numerous invasive plants that
tend to take over field space and crowd out native species.
Our most common and problematic invasives around our
fields include: multi-flora rose, autumn olive, honeysuckle,
mugwort, bittersweet, grape, wineberry, black swallow-wort,
phragmites, and euonymus.
“This spring we will continue to prep the edges of our
eight open space fields for their scheduled tractor brushhog cuts this summer. And when the trails dry out some and
thicken with vegetation and the occasional blow-downs,
we’ll be out there clearing and improving the pathways.
“Come join us if you are interested and have some time
Tuesday or Thursday mornings. Please contact me (203-3766199, mwreed81@gmail.com) if you would like to have
some fun working outdoors on these beautiful properties!”
— MATT REED, TRAILS COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR

www.branfordlandtrust.org
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TAKE A WALK IN
BRANFORD

T

IN MEMORIAM

M

arina Neris, a long-time and tireless BLT volunteer, died March 13, 2019 at Connecticut
Hospice. She was a shining example of the
power of volunteerism, and of the power we all have
to make Branford a more beautiful place to live.
The following is adapted from an article that
appeared in a 2009 issue of the BLT newsletter:
“Marina learned about the BLT through newspaper
articles. She asked her Yale colleague, and BLT board
member, Barbara Johnson about joining and became a
member. She immediately found her niche – or rather
the niche found her. The BLT was in a period of rapid
land acquisitions and fundraising, and Marina took
over the entering of donations for the Short Beach
Preserve, and, as they say, the rest is history. She
became indispensable in the BLT’s record keeping
of its Sybil Creek Preserve, Saltonstall Preserve, and
Santacroce Woods fundraising campaigns.
“Marina had considerable computer expertise and
struggled with the BLT’s aging computer system. She
and Gary Garnet, a computer professional and BLT
volunteer, worked together to choose a new database
system, and spent countless hours setting it up and
transferring records.
“What kept her going, she said, was the dedication
of so many volunteers. She joined initially because
‘the BLT represents and works for something that is
important to me – the acquisition and maintenance of
open space.’ She found that ‘Everyone works together
so well. I’m proud to say that I volunteer for the
Branford Land Trust.’
“Her favorite walk was from her home in Stony
Creek over the Trolley Trail to Pine Orchard. ‘It’s so
peaceful, that’s why I love living here, there are so
many beautiful places to walk.’”
Marina’s work with the Land Trust helped ensure
that there will be wonderful places to walk in Branford
for generations to come. n
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Short Beach
Preserve Turns 20!

he Short Beach Preserve is a 40-acre parcel with rugged rock outcroppings, tall oaks, beeches, extensive
groves of mountain laurel, wetlands, and a magnificent bluff offering spectacular views of Talmadge Pond
and Long Island Sound. The isolated trails of this little
gem provide a haven of nature in a densely populated
part of Branford. Throughout much of the 19th century, the
property was divided into a series of small, private woodlots, thus perhaps discouraging its development. Until
the 1940s, ice was harvested from Talmadge Pond (also
known as Altmannsberger Pond) and shipped to New York
City and beyond for refrigeration. For more than a century
Talmadge Pond has also been a favorite ice-skating spot for
Short Beach residents. It can now can be accessed by the
public from its northern side via the blue trail.
In 1999, 35 acres were donated to the Branford Land
Trust by the Foote Family Charitable Trust and two other
donors. A 4.3-acre inholding that bisected the property
and contained the Talmadge Pond bluff was later acquired
for $150,000 through the contributions of many supporters
and a generous $75,000 matching grant by the Foote Family
Charitable Trust.
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SHORT BEACH PRESERVE

Talmadg
as Altmane Pond (also known
nsberger
Pond)

“

We had finished the fund drive for the Medlyn Woods
purchase just a year previous when the Foote Family
Charitable Trust and the Prann/Ertelt families offered a
donation of 35 wooded acres in Short Beach. The only issue
was the privately-owned 4.29-acre tract smack dab in the
middle! We knew we had another fundraiser to do! The
whole community got involved. We led more than a dozen
public walks, did a town-wide mailing with a brochure
and map, spoke to local groups and several condominium
groups. The Foote Trust offered a match to $75,000 in
donations. Tisko students did their part by paying $1 to
wear a hat on Hat Day! With more than 600 donations from
individuals, businesses, community groups and students,
it was truly a community effort and that community spirit
was clear evidence at the public celebration among the
mountain laurels at the end of the fund drive.

Beautiful

any time of year!

www.branfordlandtrust.org

“

JOAN MERRICK
FUNDRAISING
CHAIRPERSON

TRAIL LENGTH: From Midwood Rd. parking lot to
Talmadge Pond loop, 1.2 miles round trip.
GETTING THERE: From Shore Dr. (Route 142, aka Short
Beach Road), turn onto Midwood Rd. Park at the end of
Midwood.
Trail map courtesy of SCRCOG. For a full-size version, visit
www.scrcog.org.
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SOIL HEALTH: THE BASICS
by Emily Oldfield, BLT Guest Writer
WHAT IS SOIL HEALTH?
Can you diagnose a soil as healthy
or not? Recently, the concept of “soil
health” has gained traction in policy,
research, and farming circles. The
generally agreed-upon definition of
soil health, put out by the Soil Science
Society of America, is “the continued
capacity of the soil to function as a
vital living ecosystem that sustains
plants, animals, and humans.” The
ability of a soil to function rests, in
part, on the amount of organic matter
in the soil (that is, anything that was
alive and is now decomposing in the
soil). Soil organic matter constitutes
a small fraction of the total volume of
soil (see figure), but it has an outsize
influence on the overall health of soil.
Soil organic matter contributes to soil
fertility in several key ways: by providing increased aeration and water
holding capacity; by providing habitat
for soil organisms, which fuel nutrient cycling by decomposing organic
matter; and by retaining and releasing
nutrients critical to plant growth.
From the state level to the
international arena, initiatives are
launching that promote building up
soil organic matter in agricultural soils.
A few examples include the California
Healthy Soils Initiative, which
incentivizes growers and ranchers

improve soil health. Finally, the 4 per
mile Initiative, launched at the United
Nations Climate Change Conference
in 2015, promotes practices that boost
organic matter concentrations in soils.

SOM
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Figure 1: Components of soil by volume. Soil
organic matter (SOM) comprises a small
percentage of overall soil volume but has
an outsize inﬂuence on a soil’s biological,
chemical, and physical properties.

to enact management practices
that improve soil health. Closer to
home, Massachusetts is considering
legislation to establish a healthy soils
program within their Department of
Agricultural Resources. This legislation
was initiated in the aftermath of New
England’s summer drought of 2016,
which led to significant crop failures
across the state (soil organic matter’s
ability to absorb and retain water can
help mitigate the impacts of drought).
At the national level, the 2018 Farm
Bill passed by Congress includes
funding for agricultural practices that

Figure 2: Examples of farming practices that can increase soil organic matter concentrations.
On the left, no-till practices prevent the breakdown of soil structure and loss of soil organic
matter by minimizing disturbance to the soil; on the right, planting cover crops increases
carbon inputs into the soil and protects soil from loss and erosion after cash crops have been
harvested. Images courtesy of the National Resource Conservation Service (left) and the Yale
Sustainable Food Program (right).
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HOW TO BUILD SOIL HEALTH?
Practices to build soil health rest on
increasing the amount of organic matter in the soil. Such practices include
adding compost to farm beds, retaining plant residues on the soil surface,
planting cover crops such as rye and
vetch after fall harvest, and reducing
or eliminating soil tillage to prevent
the break-up of organic matter in the
soil. These practices can have benefits
beyond the immediate health of a
particular field – they can actually impact the larger ecosystem as well. For
instance, increasing soil organic matter
helps retain soil nutrients, which helps
prevent agricultural fertilizer run-off
that can pollute local watersheds;
it can reduce the need for inputs of
mineral fertilizers by providing sufficient crop-available nutrients; and
it can also help sequester carbon and
therefore potentially help mitigate rising atmospheric carbon dioxide levels
under climate change.
You can learn more about
soil health and initiatives aimed
at increasing soil organic matter
concentrations with these online
resources: www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/
portal/nrcs/main/soils/health, and
www.4p1000.org. n
EMILY OLDFIELD recently completed her
PhD in soil ecology at the Yale School of
Forestry and Environmental Studies. The big
over-arching question of her dissertation
research was how to continue feeding a
growing population in a way that minimizes
harm on the environment. In answering this
question, she focused speciﬁcally on the role
that soil organic matter plays in fostering
soil fertility, crop productivity, and carbon
sequestration.

www.branfordlandtrust.org

BRANFORD’S SHORELINE
RESILIENCY FUND

RECOMMENDED

by John Watson

I

n February, the Town of Branford announced the creation of a $1 million
fund to help finance future efforts to
prepare for and mitigate the consequences of global climate change, including sea level rise and flooding due
to increased storm surges. Branford’s
“Shoreline Resiliency Fund,” which was
unanimously approved by the RTM, is
likely the first such fund in the state,
and is one of the first in the nation.
Designed to function similarly to state municipal reserve funds, the resiliency
fund will grow over time as it earns interest, as the town makes additional
contributions, and as additional funds are obtained. Branford First Selectman
Jamie Cosgrove has been quoted as telling the RTM that “this fund is not intended
to be the sole funding source. It’s just another way to leverage (other) funds.”
Currently, Connecticut town municipal funds have a 31% limit on the amount
that may be invested in equities. Reportedly, State Senator Christine Cohen is
working on a bill that would increase the limit to 40% thereby making such funds
more attractive by treating them more like IRAs and not simple saving accounts.
The coastal resiliency fund is also anticipated to have a positive impact on the
town’s bond rating by investment and rating agencies.
In 2016, Branford commissioned the Shoreline Resiliency Plan. The planning
process was loosely based on the coastal resilience planning process established
in 2011-2012 by The Nature Conservancy to address the current and future social,
economic, and ecological impacts of the of sea level rise and anticipated increases
in the frequency and severity of storm surge, coastal flooding, and erosion. The
goal of the plan was to promote and achieve coastal resilience by “decreasing
coastal vulnerabilities through increased adaptation and planning.”
While the risk of damage to homes and roads in all of Branford’s coastal
neighborhoods is projected to increase, the 2016 Plan identified five
neighborhoods that will have high to critical risk of damage due to flooding
beginning in 2050 (assuming continuation of current rates of sea level rise and
temperature increase) – Killam’s Point, Johnson’s Point, Sybil Creek (location of the
town wastewater treatment facility), Pawson/Sunset, and Jarvis Creek. n

Limewood Avenue (above) and Shore Drive and Beckett Avenue (left, right)
after Hurricane Irene, August 2011. (Photos by Mike Marsland)

www.branfordlandtrust.org

FROM CONNIE DRYSDALE
The National Book Review calls The Death
and Life of the Great Lakes, by Dan Egan
“A literary clarion call.… Egan’s narrative
reﬂects a nuanced understanding of
history and science, which is matched by
his keen perceptions about public policy.”

FROM JOHN WATSON
Little Toller Books is an independent British publisher founded in 2008 with the
mission to “revive forgotten and classic
books about nature and rural life in the
British Isles.” Its Nature Classics series
includes Gilbert White’s The Natural History of Selborne, in an edition introduced
by James Lovelock and illustrated with
woodcuts Eric Ravilious. White’s book,
first published in 1789, is considered an
enduring classic of nature writing. Little
Toller also publishes contemporary works
such as field notes and monographs.
Some titles that BLT members might find
interesting include Tim Dee’s Landﬁll, a
“…love letter to gulls and their charged
relationship with humans, [and] a deep
meditation on diﬃculty and waste, on
the beauty of the disregarded…” (Helen
McDonald), and Carol Donaldson’s On
the Marshes, “a deeply felt exploration
into the waterlands of the north Kent
marshes.” n
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The mission of the
Branford Land Trust
is to preserve open
space in Branford,
and to promote
our community’s
appreciation of
Branford’s diverse
natural features.

News & Notes
VOLUNTEER WANTED
We’re looking for a RECORDS MANAGER,
with database management experience
preferred, but not required. Will manage
the Land Trust’s new electronic records
system in Google GSuite; includes
maintaining record structures, and assisting
Land Trust users. Great experience
for someone starting in the information
technology field. Respond to Gaile Ramey
at info@branfordlandtrust.org.
HELLO NEIGHBOR!
With more than 1,000 acres of open
space and 50+ properties across town,
the BLT has a lot of neighbors! This
spring, we’re reaching out to owners of
adjacent properties to introduce ourselves, invite you to become members,
and let you know we’re taking care of the
places you call home! Watch your mailbox
for details!

Watch for your
membership renewal
in mailboxes this spring!
OR RENEW ONLINE TODAY!

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT. . .
Visit www.branfordlandtrust.org
for these recent posts:
• Perambulating Zielinski Field
• Medlyn Lawsuit Resolution
• Eagle Scout Kiosk Project
• Our Local Coastline & Sea Level Rise
Plus: Trail Maps, YouTube Videos & More!

