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Our goal is to raise $200,000 to 
protect and preserve Red Hill 
Woods and Spectacle Island for 
future generations.

As of November 15, 
we have raised 
more than $179,000 
towards our goal! 
But we still need 
your help! 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR 
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 
CONTRIBUTION NOW!

Use the enclosed envelope, or visit 
our website to donate online using 
a credit card:

www.branfordlandtrust.org

The Branford Land Trust is a 501(c)3 
organization. Your donation is tax 
deductible to the fullest extent allowed 
by law. 

DONATE NOW!

RED HILL WOODS
& Spectacle Island

The Branford Land Trust is thrilled to report that the campaign for Red Hill 
Woods and Spectacle Island has received a huge boost with a $91,000 
grant for Red Hill Woods from the DEEP Open Space and Watershed Land 

Acquisition Fund!
“Connecticut’s tradition of preserving open space began in the early 1900s 

and continues today with a focus on land preservation that protects important 
natural resources and ensuring that our state maintains its natural beauty,” said 
Governor Malloy in a November 14 press release. “Through these grants, we will 
increase the availability of open space to provide our residents with protected 
lands to enjoy for outdoor recreation all across our state.”

The fact that we have been awarded almost 65% of the purchase price 
instead of the usual 50% speaks to the importance that the DEEP evaluation 
committee placed on protecting this beautiful woodland and wetland corridor. 
The 29-acre Red Hill Woods lies on the northern edge of the Hoadley and Jarvis 
Creek watersheds, increasing the protection of this unfragmented area along the 
Branford /Guilford line to nearly 1000 acres.

You know the importance, too. With the help of our generous membership 
and contributions from the Branford Community Foundation, the Guilford Land 
Conservation Trust, Alcoa/Howment, Forma Therapeutics, and the fun Trailblazer/
Denali event, we have raised just over $179,000! Many, many thanks to all those 
that have contributed.

Walkers cross the newly constructed bog bridges at Red Hill Woods during the Trail to 
Tavern event hosted by Trailblazer/Denali. See page 4 for details about this fundraiser 
that raised more than $600 for the campaign. 

WE ARE CLOSE, OH, SO CLOSE, 
TO OUR $200,000 GOAL! 
The campaign for Red Hill 
Woods and Spectacle Island is 
not complete. We urgently need 
YOU to meet this challenge! The 
Land Trust cannot protect these 
important places without your 
help. 

At this special time when we gather 
to share the holiday spirit and our 
bonds with one another, please 
remember the Branford Land Trust. 
Use the enclosed envelope to make 
your tax-deductible contribution 
today! n

Photos by Haley Bell
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Nature Explorer

January 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY HIKE
AT RED HILL WOODS
Sunday,1:00 p.m.

Join us for a peaceful start to 2017 with a hike at the 
Branford Land Trust newest acquisition, Red Hill 
Woods.
 
January 28 & February 25
ANIMAL TRACKING CLASS
Saturday, 9:30 - 11am

Learn to recognize animal footprints and other 
signs of their passage through the woods with Tom 
Cleveland at the Regional Water Authority’s (RWA) 
Lake Saltonstall. 

Lecture Series
Save these date for our Winter/Spring Lecture Series. 
Details coming soon!

January 25 February 22  March 22
April 26 May 24

Work Parties
The work parties offer a chance to get to know BLT 
properties and to spend a little time with some great people. 
If you have school age kids, this is a chance for them to pick 
up some community service credits. Call Bill Horne (203-488-
6146) for more information.

January 21
MEDLYN FIELD
Weather permitting

February 18
HAMMER FIELD
Weather permitting

March 11
VEDDER PRESERVE
*Note change to 2nd Saturday

April 8
VAN WIE FIELD

Additional work parties will be scheduled for 
May 20, June 17/Branford Festival, July 15, August 
19, September 16, October 21, November 1, and 
December 2. Please contact Bill if you would like to 
receive schedule notifications by email.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Members:

Land preservation is a component of growth that protects human health and the 
environment, while making a town more attractive and potentially economically stronger. 
Branford is lucky that past generations were forward-thinking enough to preserve large tracts 
of open space. It may seem like this was an obvious choice decades ago, but there are many 
towns that are not so fortunate.

There are numerous benefits of open space. Some of these may go unnoticed. For instance, 
open space provides important benefits for water quality since forests have a natural 
capacity to hold sediments and filter some pollutants delivered with rainfall. When a 
forest is developed, it often results in the introduction of pollutants such as road salt and 
fertilizers which stress downstream habitats. 

Open space provides important habitat for common and sometimes threatened species. 
Walk through the Branford woods and you may spot such highlights as fisher cats, pileated 
woodpeckers, and spotted salamanders. Small changes in the landscape can sometimes 
have large and unintended consequences on these species, so large connecting parcels of 
open space are particularly important for conserving habitat.

Other benefits of open space can be hard to quantify. Frederick Law Olmsted, who helped 
design many famous parks, including Central Park and Golden Gate Park, believed that just 
viewing nature helps reduce daily stress. This touches upon a belief that there is an innate 
and strong urge for people to connect with nature. I think many people understand this, and 
it is an underlying motivation for creating and conserving open spaces.

What I am trying to say is: although new development is important, it must be remembered 
that if it comes at the expense of open space, there is a cost. Communities must always be 
vigilant that they are creating the proper balance for residents; a balance that includes open 
space and the value it provides to wildlife, fauna, and people. 

What I am really trying to say is: you should go outside! Take advantage of and enjoy the 
precious resource that past and current members of our community have provided us. 
These include such amazing places as the new Red Hill Woods, Beacon Hill, and the Queach 
Preserve.

The fall is a great time to get out and enjoy the cooler temperatures and the smell of leaves 
with family and friends. 

Yours truly,

Pete Raymond, President
(with 3 words from my son, Wes)

The mission of the 

Branford Land Trust 

is to preserve open 

space in Branford, 

and to promote 

our community’s 

appreciation of 

Branford’s diverse 

natural features.
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TRAILBLAZER EVENT RAISES 
OVER $600 FOR BLT
On November 3, a Trail to Tavern event hosted by 
Branford’s Trailblazer/Denali raised over $600 to benefit 
the preservation of Red Hill Woods and Spectacle Island.

More than 50 people came out for the evening which 
included a hike at Red Hill Woods led by BLT members Bill 
Horne and Matt Reed, followed by a wine tasting provided 
by Votto Vines of Hamden. This event was sponsored by 
Toad&Co and featured music by Chris Bepko and a raffle 
of prizes donated by Camelbak, Thule, and these local 
businesses: Ashley’s Ice Cream, Fired Up, G Cafe, Meyer’s 
Flower Shop, and Towne Pharmacy.

We’re grateful to Trailblazer/Denali for their efforts to 
develop, support and fund community outreach programs 
that promote youth and family engagement in the outdoors 
and to protect access to local green spaces. Like the BLT, 
they understand that it is important to protect local green 
spaces not only as habitat for wildlife, but also as a place 
for all people to be able to get outside and enjoy nature. n  

Photos by Haley Bell

BRANFORD COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION GRANT
The Land Trust received a $2,000 grant from the Branford 
Community Foundation for the Red Hill Woods and 
Spectacle Island campaign. “The Branford Community 
Foundation recognizes the importance of this lovely 
29-acre parcel. Its woodlands and wetlands expand 
recreational opportunities for our community and protect 
quickly disappearing habitat for our wildlife,” says 
Stephanie Farber, Foundation President, pictured above 
left with BLT Fundraising Chair Joan Merrick. (Photo by 
Harry Merrick) n

A UNIQUE WEDDING GIFT
BLT members Ellen Matloff and Mike Bowler were married 
on October 1st. Their wedding included an incredible gift 
for the Branford Land Trust. In lieu of presents, the bride 
and groom asked for guests to donate to the Red Hill 
Woods/Spectacle Island campaign. This is a remarkable 
gesture to our community. The BLT will plant “bride and 
groom” trees at Red Hill Woods and dedicate a proposed 
walkway to the couple in 2017. If you see them, make sure 
you congratulate them and wish them a happy future! 
(Photo by Kerry Schutz, kerryschutzphotography.com) n
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What BLT Members Are Reading…

Winter World: 
The Ingenuity 
of Animal Survival
by Bernd Heinrich 

The Sixth Extinction: 
An Unnatural History

by Elizabert Kolbert

The Nature Principle:
Reconnecting with 
Life in a Virtual Age
by Richard Louv

The Hidden Life of 
Trees: What They Feel, 
How They Communicate
by Peter Wohlleben

BLT & FCC COME 
TOGETHER TO OFFER 

PROGRAMS
by Martha Rice, Community Outreach Chairperson

The Branford Land Trust and the First Congregational 
Church of Branford co-sponsored a series of programs 
to give the community a chance to learn about and 

explore Killam’s Point. The Point, an ecological treasure 
owned by the church, has healthy forests, beaches tucked 
away, wide salt marshes, granite bluffs and a fascinating 
array of flora and fauna. Those who took advantage of this 
exciting collaboration had the opportunity to enjoy one of 
the largest, privately-owned tracts of undeveloped land on 
Long Island Sound. The four programs offered included a 
natural history walk, a talk on horseshoe crabs, a bird walk, 
and fall foliage walk. Please check the BLT calendar at www.
branfordlandtrust,org for future programs at Killam’s Point 
being planned by the two groups. n

Right: Exploring the Point’s granite cliffs as part of the Natural 
History Walk. Photo by Martha Rice.
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THE TREE OF LIFE
Illustration & Poem by Rose Rita Riccitelli

Life spreads before me, much like the branches 
of a tree,

reaching out in many directions, as if begging 
me to follow.

Like the roots of a tree, life holds me stable and strong
when the harsh wind blows fiercely through my 

branches
trying to uproot my very nature and twist me 

from my truth.

My branches reach out to those who will listen and 
support my truth.

My roots hold me steady during the storms of life,
as I stay firm to the truth that is mine.

I am like the tree that stands tall in a meadow, swaying 
to the rhythm of life

while rooted securely into the ground.

I am.
The tree is.
You are.

All together and separate we exist in a world of 
wonder, and awe, and turmoil, and quiet peace.

SEND SUBMISSIONS FOR POETS’ CORNER TO WORDSBYJEN@COMCAST.NET

Poets’ Corner
OUT ON THE TRAILS…

by Matt Reed, Trail Committee Chairman

The Trail Committee, made up of a mix of directors, 
advisors, and members, has been steadily working 
on BLT trails since the Connecticut Forest & Park 

Association (CFPA) Spring Trails Workshop held in 
Branford in late May. The areas we’ve worked on so far this 
year include: Red Hill Woods, Van Wie Preserve, Hammer 
Preserve, Hoadley Creek Preserve, Weis Preserve, and 
the Weil, Stony Creek Limited Partnership and Washburn 
Preserves.

Activities have included building bog bridges for 
access to Red Hill Woods, trimming vegetation that 
has closed in on our trails, removing encroaching 
invasives, clearing fallen trees, and a major trail re-blazing 
effort using 2x6 colored plastic blazes. At Red Hill Woods, 
the committee collected 30 bags of highway trash and over 
two dozen tires from the northern boundary of Red Hill 
Woods at I-95. Many thanks to the local CT DOT crew for 
their help in the removal.

We will continue working our way down the list of BLT 
trail areas while the weather permits. After the heat of 
this past summer, we may not want to quit until the snow 
is over a foot deep. Frankly, with the healthy leaf canopy 
overhead on most of our trails, our work through the hot 
summer months was never unbearable. And though we saw 
some clean bear tracks, we did not encounter the Branford 
black bear on any of our work parties. n

Photos by Bill Horne (top) and Harry Merrick (bottom).
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WHAT THE BLAZES?
by Jen Payne

My nephew Max and I have been hiking Branford 
trails since he was old enough to walk. He’s 
a lively and curious little dude, so our first 

adventures were mostly about staying on the trail and not 
falling down. As he’s gotten older, I’ve been teaching him 
how to follow trails, how to know what direction to go, how 
to read the trail blazes—those “colored dots” on the trees. 
Thankfully, I can see he’s inherited our family’s internal GPS 
system. “This way, Auntie,” he calls out before I even tell 
him which way to go. 

Unfortunately, not everyone has that natural sense of 
direction. Sometimes, being in the middle of the woods 
on a rambling, rough-hewn trail can be a little confusing—
especially with the addition of fallen leaves or fresh snow.

Thanks to efforts by our new Trail Committee, more and 
more BLT trails are being blazed according to Appalachian 
Mountain Club (AMC) standards. Maybe you’ve seen the 
new blazes at Van Wie Woods, Red Hill Woods, and the 
Hoadley Creek Preserve.

They are your guides for how to move around in the 
woods! Do you know how to read them?

	 • One vertical blaze identifies your trail.
	 • Two vertical blazes with one off-set above the other, 

indicates that there is a turn ahead. The higher 
marker lets you know which direction—left or right.

	 • One vertical blaze with two colors, marks a connector 
trail. The color on top is the trail ahead, the lower 
half is the trail you came from.

	 • Two horizontal blazes signify the end of the trail.

In Branford, you’ll also see:

	 • 3” round white markers indicating the Branford Trail, 
a 28-mile path around the perimeter of town that 
overlaps BLT trails in several sections.

	 • Green diamond blazes that mark the Shoreline 
Greenway Trail in the southern part of town.

Always remember to bring a map when you walk a new 
or unfamiliar trail. With that and an understanding of the 
blazes you see along the way, you’ll enjoy your woods 
walking adventure all the more! n

Maps for many BLT properties can be found online at 
www.branfordlandtrust.org under EXPLORE. 

You are on the
pink trail.

Green trail, 
turn left.

Pink trail, 
turn right.

Toward the pink trail, 
from the blue trail.

End of the 
red trail.
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via email us at info@branfordlandtrust.org.

News & Notes

HOLIDAY SHOPPING
ON AMAZON?
Sign up for AmazonSmile 
program and designate 
the BLT as your charitable 
organization. Amazon 
will donate 0.5% of your 
eligible purchases to us. 
For details, click on the 
AmazonSmile logo on our 
website!

Volunteer now to meet some really great people doing good work all 
around town!


