MICROBURST DESTROYS GOSS OAKS

By
Jonathan Katz

It must have been terrifying. On July 31, 2009, around 4:00 p.m. The same windstorm that
destroyed the trees on Pine Orchard Country Club (POCC) slammed into the tall oaks on the
Land Trust's Goss property. Blasts of wind uprooted or snapped off around 20 mature
hardwoods along a 200-foot wide swath. The shattered trees fell west to east in a tangled
blowdown stretching from the edge of the golf course and going downhill to the railroad tracks.
They lie roughly parallel, roots to the east, crowns to the west, presenting a vast and awkward
tangle of trunks, leaders, branches, twisted wreckage, across the walking paths in the Goss
property.

The wind broke off a huge oak, 77 inches round, twenty-four inches in diameter, leaving a
stump fifteen feet high. Imagine the sound, the pelting rain and roaring wind, and suddenly a
great “SNAP! “ and a tremendous, rending crunch as the wind drove the tree horizontally into
the ground, crushing the lesser trees and saplings underneath. Two twelve inch thick oaks
crashed down nearby, their trunks parallel, less than five feet apart. They had been snapped
like pencils, ten or fifteen feet up. To the south and slightly uphill, a 16 inch oak uprooted, fell
onto an 18 inch tree, and the two slammed into the ground together, wrenching up the forest
floor at a 90 degree angle. Still another tree was uprooted. It was 18 inches thick, perhaps 50
feet tall, weighing many tons, balanced precariously on a shallow dish of roots woven into sand.
When it fell it lifted a flat chunk of earth, ten feet wide and three feet thick, revealing, oddly, the
dried, shed skin of a small snake. These huge trees have such small, shallow root balls, yet
they hold strongly. Few were uprooted, most were broken in half.

Two mature trees, partly wrenched from the soil, are still “hung up,” in the branches of others.
They will balance there until something breaks, and the trunks fall on whatever lies beneath.
These two trees, and many other broken limbs high above, are a hanging menace of potential
energy—‘widow makers”.

What wind can snap a two-foot thick oak tree? Probably, a gust of 100 miles an hour, as
estimated by the National Weather Service, which tracked the storm that took out the Goss
oaks. On July 31, in just a few moments, that kind of savage wind swept down in Branford,
snapping and uprooting big trees, laying waste to a peaceable forest. A hiker, facing such fury
of nature, would have been lucky to survive.

EDITOR’S NOTES:
1.We would like to remind people about the dangers posed by damaged trees that are in risk of falling and the

need to look for and avoid them when walking on the trails.

2. Many of the trees that blocked the Goss trail were actually on POCC property. The Goss trails, as well as
POCC property have now been cleared. Indian Neck Pine Orchard Co. 9, one of the Branford fire companies,

cleared those on Goss as a practice exercise. We appreciate their undertaking this project!

3. As we reported in the last newsletter, over 20 trees on the Vedder property south of the Trolley Trail were

toppled or broken. Also, the osprey platform on the west side of the Vedder property was destroyed.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-bestanden te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of die moeten voldoen aan PDF/A-1b, een ISO-standaard voor de langetermijnopslag \(archivering\) van elektronische documenten. Zie voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF/A-compatibele PDF-documenten de Acrobat-gebruikershandleiding. PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Settings for Engle Printing)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


